12	MUSSOLINI'S ROMAN EMPIRE
bonds for a long period of years.1 Contributions from
other countries were beginning to decline, a process
which became much more rapid after 1931. American
Catholics had been showing an unamiable tendency to
back their demands by references to the papal depend-
ence upon their contributions.
At one stroke Pius XI settled a number of small out-
standing disputes with his own beloved country, and
made himself independent of the non-Italian world.
His patriotism, his dislike of * left-wing movements/ the
absence at that time of any strong anti-fascist feeling
abroad all combined to obscure the price he was paying,
the price of basing his whole finances upon the stability
of Signer Mussolini's fascist state. From time to time
the Papacy was to play an important but not very con-
sis teat part in the events which followed Italy's bid for
empire, while the Italian priesthood ranged themselves
solidly and uncritically behind their Duce. It would be
difficult for any impartial person not to trace some con-
nection between the still operative clauses of the Con-
cordat and the attitude of the Pope and Italian Cardinals
towards the Abyssinian venture. To Signor Mussolini
papal support meant that he could count upon the
initial sympathy of a small but active minority in each
of the democratic countries, an immense boon to a man
who intended to use the threat rather than thei force of
arms*	.
In the preparatory years which followed the Lateran
Treaty with the Pope, it was natural that Signor Musso-
lini should think primarily of colonial ventures, rather
than of aggression within Europe. The Versailles Treaty
*Far details see Survey of International Affairs^ 1929, p. 466.
^S?*^/JJedJS?.g' ^ Pope te p*>B*te* P- 125. A further sum of
about 700 million lire was paid in cash. A thousand million lire
was equivalent to about £13,000,000.

